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Land and Water Acknowledgment
The Royal Winnipeg Ballet teaches, creates, and performs on the lands of the Anishinaabeg (Ojibwe), Ininew (Cree), Anisininew, Dakota, and Dene peoples, and 
on the National Homeland of the Red River Métis. Our water originates in Shoal Lake 40 First Nation territory. We acknowledge the harms and mistakes of the 
past, and we dedicate ourselves to moving forward in partnership with Indigenous communities in a spirit of reconciliation and collaboration.

 Le Royal Winnipeg Ballet exerce ses activités d’enseignement, de création et de prestation de spectacles sur les terres des peuples Anishinaabeg (Ojibwé), Ininew 
(Cri), Anisininew, Dakota, and Déné peoples, et sur le territoire de la patrie nationale des Métis de la rivière Rouge. Notre eau provient du territoire de la Première 
Nation de Shoal Lake, no 40. Nous reconnaissons les prréjudices causés et les erreurs du passé, et nous nous emploierons à aller de l’avant en partenariat avec les 
communautés autochtones dans un esprit de réconciliation et de collaboration.
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Cover: Former RWB Dancer Sophia Lee (2009-2011) with Company; Photo by Réjean Brandt (2015) 
The Royal Winnipeg Ballet is a chartered non-profit corporation operated by a voluntary Board of Directors, John Osler, Chair.  
Artists have appeared by permission of the Canadian Actors’ Equity Association. 
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About 

Giselle
Length 115 minutes

World Premiere June 28, 1841 RWB Premiere December 26, 1982

Choreography 
Peter Wright, 
after Jules Perrot, 
Jean Coralli & 
Marius Petipa

Music  
Adolphe Adam

Scenario 
Théophile Gautier 
& Henri Vernoy de 
Saint-Georges

Produced by 
Peter Wright

Set & Costume 
Design  
Peter Farmer

Lighting Design 
Nicholas 
Cernovitch

Scenery Design 
Michael Hagen 
Inc.

Credits

Synopsis Act 1 – A Rhineland Village

Count Albrecht loves Giselle, a peasant girl, though she 
knows him only as a villager named Loys. Giselle’s mother, 
Berthe, hopes that her daughter will marry Hilarion, a 
forester devoted to Giselle, and warns her against Loys. But 
Giselle disregards Hilarion, and joins with her beloved in 
the celebrations that mark the end of the grape-harvest.

When Albrecht’s squire secretly warns his master of the 
approach of a hunting party, Hilarion observes them and 
manages to break into Loys’ cottage, seeking to learn the 
secret of Loys’ identity.

The hunting party arrives, led by the Duke of Courland 
and his daughter Bathilde, Albrecht’s future bride, who 
are staying at Albrecht’s castle. They seek rest in Berthe’s 
cottage and Bathilde, charmed by Giselle, gives her a 
necklace. The Duke orders a hunting horn to be left so 
that his courtiers may be summoned in due course and 
this provides Hilarion with proof of Loys’ identity as he 
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compares the crests on the horn and on a sword he has 
found in Loys’ cottage. Just as Giselle is crowned Queen  
of the Village, Hilarion reveals the truth about Loys.  
When Bathilde returns and claims Albrecht as her fiancé, 
the shock unseats Giselle’s reason. In her madness she 
relives her love for Loys and, seizing his sword, and takes 
her own life.

Act 2 – Giselle’s Grave in the Forest

As midnight sounds, Hilarion keeps vigil by Giselle’s grave, 
which lies in unhallowed grounds by a forest lake. This is 
the time when the Wilis materialize; ghosts of young girls 
who have been jilted and have died before their wedding 
day. Now they avenge themselves by dancing to death 
any man whom they happen upon during the hours of 
darkness. Myrtha, their Queen, summons her Wilis and 
Giselle is called from her grave to be initiated into their 
rites. When Albrecht enters, bringing flowers for Giselle’s 
tomb, Giselle appears to him. The Wilis pursue Hilarion, 
whom they drive to his death, and then fall vengefully 
upon Count Albrecht.

Myrtha condemns him to dance until he dies, and though 
Giselle urges him to the safety of the cross on her grave, 
Myrtha commands Giselle to dance and lure Albrecht from 
the cross. Giselle tries to sustain him, but as the night 
wears on, his dancing becomes more and more exhausted. 
Just as his death seems imminent, dawn breaks. Daylight 
destroys the Wilis’ power and the ghostly dancers fade 
away; Giselle, too, melts away, leaving Albrecht sorrowing 
and alone.

Synopsis
CONTINUED
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Royal Winnipeg Ballet 

Biographies

André Lewis, C.M., O.M., M.S.M. Artistic Director 

A native of Gatineau, Québec, Lewis joined the RWB in 
1979 where he enjoyed an accomplished career as an artist 
for over ten years. In 1996, Lewis was appointed atistic 
director of Royal Winnipeg Ballet and since then, has been 

the driving force behind the new works that have rejuvenated the Company’s 
repertoire. Lewis has commissioned numerous blockbuster ballets such as 
Mark Godden's Dracula, Jorden Morris' critically acclaimed Peter Pan and 
Moulin Rouge ® – The Ballet, along with The Handmaid's Tale, a bold adaptation 
of the novel by award-winning author, Margaret Atwood. Lewis was also 
instrumental in the 1999 creation of a new Nutcracker for the Company. 

In 2017, the Governor General and Commander-in-Chief of Canada honoured 
Lewis with the Meritorious Award, in recognition of his leadership for initiating 
Going Home Star–Truth and Reconciliation, alongside Tina Keeper and the late 
Elder Mary Richard. In 2022, Lewis was appointed the Order of Manitoba and 
in 2023 the Order of Canada; both of these honours are in recognition to his 
contributions to the art of dance in Manitoba and Canada.

Elena Tupyseva Executive Director

Elena Tupyseva is a visionary leader with more than 
20 years of experience in the performing arts. Born in 
Moscow, she has been an influential producer, curator, 
and manager in contemporary dance and ballet since 1999. 

After co-founding Moscow's Contemporary Dance Centre TsEKh, she became 
Artistic Director and CEO of Theatre Ballet Moscow in 2012, commissioning 
more than 30 ballets by Russian and international choreographers. Now as 
Executive Director of the Royal Winnipeg Ballet, Elena enriches Canada’s dance 
landscape with her extensive expertise.

6 CANADA'S ROYAL WINNIPEG BALLET



Geneviève Leclair Guest Conductor

Geneviève Leclair is an active guest conductor with 
organizations across Canada, the United States and  
the U.K., in symphony, ballet and opera, as well as 
Associate Professor at Berklee College of Music where  

she has been teaching conducting since 2016. Highlights of the 2024-25  
season include debuts with Canada’s Royal Winnipeg Ballet, Houston Ballet 
and Regina Symphony Orchestra. She also maintains an extensive schedule  
as guest conductor with orchestras such as Orchestre Métropolitain, The 
National Ballet of Canada, Calgary Philharmonic, Saskatoon Symphony, 
Spartanburg Philharmonic, Northern Ballet, Orchestre Symphonique de 
Sherbrooke, Jeunesses musicales Canada, Symphony New Hampshire, 
Symphony New Brunswick. 

Her performances have been hailed as “impeccable” (Boston Phoenix), 
“ravishing” and of “exemplary pacing and reading” (Hugh Fraser) while her 
conducting style is praised for its “verve and precision”, “confident dynamics 
and tempos, crisp rhythms, and crystalline phrasing creat[ing] powerful 
forward momentum” (Carla DeFord). 

Peter Wright, CBE Choreographer & Producer

Sir Peter Wright made his debut as a professional dancer 
with the Ballets Jooss during World War II, and in the 
1950's worked with several dance companies including 
Sadler's Wells Theatre Ballet. It was for this company that 
he created his first ballet A Blue Rose, in 1957.

In 1959, he was appointed as Ballet Master to the Sadler's Wells Opera and 
teacher at the Royal Ballet School. In 1961, he went to Stuttgart as teacher and 
ballet master to the company being formed there by John Cranko. 

Wright’s production of Giselle has been produced all over the world, including 
by the Royal Ballet, Birmingham Royal Ballet and The National Ballet of 
Canada. Wright says his version is “about love, betrayal and suicide.” On the 
critical issue of how Giselle dies at the end of Act I, Wright has this to say. “If 
she didn’t stab herself, why else would they bury her in unhallowed ground?” 
Wright’s Giselle entered the repertoire of the Royal Winnipeg Ballet in 1981 and 
has become an audience favourite since then.
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Giselle

Casting

Act 1

Giselle
Alanna McAdie (7, 9) /  
Elizabeth Lamont (8e, 10)/  
Kyra Soo (8m)

Albrecht
Peter Lancksweerdt (7, 9) /  
Michel Lavoie (8e, 10) /  
Logan Savard (8m)

Hilarion, a Forester
Stephan Azulay (7, 9) /  
Marco Lo Presti (8e, 10) /  
Joshua Hidson (8m)

Wilfred, Albrecht’s Squire
Michel Lavoie (7, 9) /  
Peter Lancksweerdt (8, 10)

Berthe, Giselle’s Mother
Vanessa Léonard

The Duke, Bathilde’s Father
Jaime Vargas

Bathilde, Albrecht’s Fiancée
Jaimi Deleau

Leader of the Hunt
Ryan Bjornson

Peasant Pas de Six

Katie Saito

Liam Saito (7, 8m, 9) / 
Logan Savard (8e, 10)

Amanda Solheim (7, 8m, 9) /  
Katie Bonnell (8e, 10)

Marco Lo Presti (7, 8m, 9) /  
Cleighden Butler (8e, 10)

Julianna Generoux (7, 8m, 9) /  
Kyra Soo (8e, 10)

Joshua Hidson (7, 9) /  
Tymin Keown (8, 10)

Peasants
Katie Bonnell (7, 8m, 9) /  
Bianca Aceves Jeffrey (8e, 10)

Paige Irwin (7, 8m, 9) /  
Amanda Solheim (8e, 10)

Charlie Ankersen (7, 8m, 9) /  
Julianna Generoux (8e, 10)

Sofia Cuevas

Maggie Weatherdon (7, 9) /  
Courtney Yun (8, 10)

Taisi Tollasepp, Jenna Burns,  
Brooke Thomas, Olivia Koppanyi, 
Katrina Ouellette, Aylin Contreras-
Diaz, Avalon Craske (7, 8m, 9) /  
Belle Shier (8e, 10)

(7, 8, 9, 10) November 7, November 8, November 9, November 108 CANADA'S ROYAL WINNIPEG BALLET



Tymin Keown (7, 9) / Joshua Hidson 
(8e, 10) / Timothy Gaulke (8m)

Logan Savard (7, 9) /  
Aidan Vaudreuil (8, 10)

Cleighden Butler (7, 8m, 9) /  
Liam Saito (8e, 10)

Felix Jinga, Rafe Perry, Myles Mackesy 
(7, 8m, 9) / Park Long (8e, 10)

The Hunt
Grace Frazer Sneddon, Belle Shier  
(7, 8m, 9) / Avalon Craske (8e, 10), 
Bianca Aceves Jeffrey (7, 8m, 9 ) /  
Paige Irwin (8e, 10),

Courtney Yun (7, 8m, 9) /  
Charlie Ankerson (8e, 10), Park Long  
(7, 8m, 9) / Myles Mackesy (8e, 10), 
Aidan Vaudreuil (7, 9) / Saneatsu Abe 
(8, 10), Timothy Gaulke (7, 8e, 9, 10), 
John Carlson, Carson Simair,  
Jimmy Hampshire

Act 2

Myrtha, Queen of the Wilis
Jaimi Deleau (7, 8m, 9) /  
Maggie Weatherdon (8e, 10)

Moyna
Julianna Generoux

Zulme
Amanda Solheim

Wilis
Katie Bonnell, Katie Saito,  
Brooke Thomas, Jenna Burns,  
Kyra Soo (7, 8e, 10) / 10) /  
Maggie Weatherdon (8m, 9),  
Taisi Tollasepp, Aylin Contreras-Diaz, 
Paige Irwin, Olivia Koppanyi,  
Katrina Ouellette, Avalon Craske, 
Charlie Ankerson, Bianca Aceves 
Jeffrey, Sofia Cuevas, Courtney Yun, 
Belle Shier

Casting as of November 4, 2024  

(Subject to change)

(e) evening performance  (m) matinee performance 9GISELLE



WSO 

Musician Roster
First Violins
Gwen Hoebig 
Concertmaster  
The Gwen Hoebig 
Concertmaster Chair, 
Karl Stobbe, Associate 
Concertmaster

Jeremy Buzash** 
Acting Assistant 
Concertmaster

Mona Coarda

Tara Fensom

Hong Tian Jia

Mary Lawton

Sonia Lazar

Julie Savard

Jun Shao

Second Violins
Chris Anstey 
Principal

Elation Pauls 
Assistant Principal

Kristina Bauch

Elizabeth Dyer

Bokyung Hwang

Rodica Jeffrey

Susan McCallum*

Takayo Noguchi*

Jane Radomski

Erika Sloos**

Rebecca Weger**

Violas
Elise Lavallée 
Acting Principal

Laszlo Baroczi

Greg Hay

Soren Lorentzen

Katherine Moran**

Michael Scholz*

Miguel Stamato**

John Sellick**

Cellos
Yuri Hooker* 
Principal

Robyn Neidhold 
Acting Principal

Ethan Allers

Arlene Dahl

Samuel Nadurak**

Alyssa Ramsay

Sean Taubner

Emma Quackenbush

Basses
Meredith Johnson 
Principal

Daniel Perry 
Assistant Principal

James McMillan

Eric Timperman

Emily Krajewski

Flutes
Jan Kocman 
Principal 
Supported by  
Gordon & Audrey Fogg

Alex Conway

Piccolo Flute
Alex Conway 
Principal

Oboes
Beverly Wang 
Principal

Robin MacMillan

English Horn
Robin MacMillan 
Principal

Clarinets
Micah Heilbrunn 
Principal

Alex Whitehead

Bassoons
Kathryn Brooks 
Principal

Elizabeth Mee

Horns
Patricia Evans 
Principal

Ken MacDonald 
Associate Principal 
The Hilda Schelberger 
Memorial Chair

Aiden Kleer

Caroline Oberheu

Michiko Singh

Trumpets
Chris Fensom 
Principal

Isaac Pulford 
The Patty Kirk  
Memorial Chair

Paul Jeffrey 
Associate Principal

Trombones
Steven Dyer 
Principal

Keith Dyrda

Eric Prodger 
Principal Bass Trombone

Tuba
Justin Hickmott** 
Acting Principal

Percussion
Andrew Johnson* 
Principal

Benjamin Reimer** 
Acting Principal

Timpani
Justin Gingrich 
Principal

Harp
Charlene Chin 
Principal 
Endowed by  
W.H. & S.E. Loewen

Personnel Manager
Isaac Pulford

Librarian
Michaela Kleer

Assistant Librarian
Aiden Kleer
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Honour Roll recognizes and pays 
tribute to the artists and builders who 
have made a significant contribution 
to the Royal Winnipeg Ballet and/or 
the world of dance. 

Submit your  
Honour Roll Nomination!

As we enter our 85th season, we are 
re-opening nominations to celebrate a 
new batch of outstanding individuals.

Deadline to Submit is January 10, 2025

PHOTO  RWB COMPANY; COURTESY OF ARCHIVES (1997)*On Leave  **1 year appointment 
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“I want to do something  
extraordinary with my life.”

JO MARCH

Based on the novels  
Little Women and Good Wives  

by Louisa May Alcott
Adapted for the stage by Jordi Mand

TICKETS START AT $29.50  BUY NOW!

Nov 20—Dec 14

ALLOWAY  
HALL 

MANITOBA  
MUSEUM

190  
RUPERT  
AVENUE 

WINNIPEG

 BUY 
YOUR  
TICKETS
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Company 

Artists

Elizabeth Lamont 
Principal

Jaimi Deleau 
Soloist

Marco lo Presti 
Second Soloist

Cleighden Butler 
Corps de Ballet

Stephan Azulay 
Principal

Michel Lavoie 
Soloist

Katie Saito 
Second Soloist

Joshua Hidson 
Second Soloist

Alanna McAdie 
Principal

Peter Lancksweerdt 
Soloist

Liam Saito 
Second Soloist

Julianna Generoux 
Corps de Ballet

Katie Bonnell 
Second Soloist

Jenna Burns 
Corps de Ballet

Tymin Keown 
Corps de Ballet

Amanda Solheim 
Second Soloist
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Did you know that 81% of the 
RWB Company are alumni of 
the RWB School?

Emilie Lewis 
Corps de Ballet

Kyra Soo 
Corps de Ballet

Myles Mackesy 
Apprentice

Vanessa Léonard 
Guest Ballet Master

Logan Savard 
Corps de Ballet

Maggie Weatherdon 
Corps de Ballet

Taisi Tollasepp 
Corps de Ballet

Park Long 
Corps de Ballet

Brooke Thomas 
Corps de Ballet

Rafe Perry 
Apprentice

Jaime Vargas 
Ballet Master

Candace Jacobson 
Stage Manager

(On Leave)

Paige Lewis 
Stage Manager

Felix Jinga 
Apprentice

Aidan Vaudreuil 
Apprentice

Tara Birtwhistle 
Associate Artistic 
Director

Look for the little gold star beside the artists 
& artistic staff who trained at the RWB School 
Professional Division.
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TRY US TODAY WITH

7 DAYS
FREE*

$175 
VALUED AT

*Limit one 7-visit trial pass per person. Pass only valid for Non-Members and first-time Club visitors who have 
not been a member of GoodLife Fitness in the last 12 months. Pass valid for 7 consecutive days after activation 
and may only be activated during staffed Club hours. Visitor must be of the age of majority in the province in 
which the Club is located and may only attend during staffed Club hours. Cannot be combined with any other 
offers. Non-transferable. No cash value. Other conditions may apply. Visit goodlifefitness.com or a participating 
Club for details and hours of operation.SCAN HERE
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SEASON FUNDERS

SEASON PARTNERS AND BENEFACTORS

FOUNDATIONAL PARTNERS

TERRACON
DEVELOPMENT
LTD.

TER
DEV
LTD

J A C K S O N  
M C K I E E

P E T E R  & M A U R E E N 
M A C D O N A L D

L A U R E L  M A L K I N  
& D AV I D  F O L K
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Isha Khan 
UM alum 

AT THE CENTRE OF  
HUMAN RIGHTS EDUCATION

How do we advance a  
culture of human rights 
where everyone is respected 
and empowered to reach 
their full potential? Ask  
UM grad Isha Khan [BA/94]. 
Even before she became 
President of the Canadian 
Museum for Human Rights, 
Khan has been winning 
precedent-setting cases  
and promoting the rights of 
Canadians as both a lawyer 
and a community volunteer. 
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Named in honour of 
our founders, the Lloyd 
and Farrally Society was 
established to recognize  
those who have left a gift  
in their Will to the RWB.  
Each gift pledged ensures a 
future of dance excellence. 

A legacy gift is one of the most 
significant and lasting contributions 
you can make. If you have included 
the RWB in your estate plans,  
please connect with Briar Boyko, 
Individual and Corporate Giving 
Officer, at bboyko@rwb.org. We 
would like to celebrate with you and 
ensure your gift is designated exactly 
how you wish.

Legacy Giving  
at the RWB 

Learn More at rwb.org

PHOTO  GWENETH LLOYD AND BETTY FARRALLY;  COURTESY OF ARCHIVES

DID YOU KNOW?

Gweneth Lloyd and Betty Farrally 
arrived in Winnipeg in 1938 and 
established The Canadian School of 
Ballet. The first class consisted of six 
students. In 1939, their performance 
group, The Winnipeg Ballet Club, 
presented its first performances. The 
determination of Gweneth and Betty 
laid the foundation for what is today 
the longest consecutively operating 
ballet in North America.

Isha Khan 
UM alum 

AT THE CENTRE OF  
HUMAN RIGHTS EDUCATION

How do we advance a  
culture of human rights 
where everyone is respected 
and empowered to reach 
their full potential? Ask  
UM grad Isha Khan [BA/94]. 
Even before she became 
President of the Canadian 
Museum for Human Rights, 
Khan has been winning 
precedent-setting cases  
and promoting the rights of 
Canadians as both a lawyer 
and a community volunteer. 
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Donations made to the Creations Endowment are 
directed exclusively toward the creation of new ballets, 
as well as the revitalization and refurbishment of current 
repertoire, helping to leave a lasting legacy in dance for 
generations to come. 

The David Moroni School Endowment supports initiatives 
that ensure the highest quality of dance education for 
young artists and dance teachers for years to come.

The RWB gratefully recognizes donors who have 
contributed to the many scholarships and bursaries that 
are awarded annually to students of the RWB School. 

André Lewis Choreography Endowment was established 
in honour of RWB Artistic Director, André Lewis C.M., O.M., 
M.S.M.. The Choreography Endowment, when fully realized, 
will support choreography services and new works for the 
RWB Company & School. Thanks to an anonymous donor, 
all gifts are matched, doubling the impact in helping RWB 
reach its goal.

The Opportunity Fund was created to ensure that as many 
young people as possible have access to quality dance 
programming in the RWB School's Recreational Division.

We thank our donors 
for their support of the 
following funds and 
opportunities: 

Scholarships  
& Bursaries
Julia Arkos Memorial 
Award

Dr. P.H. Brooke 
Professional Division 
Scholarship

Victor Duret Memorial 
Fund

Wayne Elwood and 
Matilda Gore Church 
Scholarship in memory of 
David Peregrine

RWB Alumni Association 
Scholarship

Glenn & Lori Fleetwood 
Scholarship

Douglas & Elizabeth 
MacEwan Scholarship

Jean Mckenzie Dance 
Scholarship

Arlene Minkhorst RWB 
School Scholarship

The Nijinski Dance 
Scholarship

Shelley Shapiro Blum 
Scholarship

IG Wealth Management 
Professional Division 
Summer Scholarships

IG Wealth Management 
Financial Confidence 
Scholarship

University Women’s Club 
Performing Arts Bursary
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Friends of the Royal Winnipeg Ballet School are  
donations made to the RWB School to help provide 
students with exceptional teachers and choreographers, 
new repertoire, essential performance opportunities, and 
program development.

Thank you to those donors who choose to support the 
RWB though tributes. The RWB is humbled to accept gifts 
in honour or memory of loved ones. 

Named for the founders of the RWB, Gweneth Lloyd and 
Betty Farrally, the Lloyd and Farrally Society recognizes 
donors whose planned and future gifts will help keep  
the vision of the RWB alive for the years to come. An 
estate gift is one of the most significant and lasting 
contributions one can make. Thank you to those donors 
for including the RWB in their estate plans, with the wish 
to help ensure a future of dance excellence.

PHOTO  RWB SCHOOL PROFESSIONAL  
DIVISION STUDENTS;  BY KRISTEN SAWATZKY
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Donations to the RWB 
made during the period  
of August 1, 2023 to 
October 4, 2024

Funders
Canadian Heritage

Canada Council  
for the Arts

Sport, Culture,  
and Heritage

Manitoba Arts Council

Winnipeg Arts Council 

The Winnipeg Foundation

RWB Corporate 
Circle 

$10,000+
The City of Winnipeg

Anonymous Donor

$2,500 - $5,000
Beaver Bus Lines

$1,000 - $2,499
A-1 Environmental 
Services

B.A. Robinson

Bell MTS

Birchwood BMW Inc.

Gallagher Insurance

J.K. May Investments Ltd.

Mid West Packaging Ltd.

Price Industries Limited

U.N. Luggage

$500 - $999
Baked Expectations

Bockstael Construction

Cholakis Dental Group

Christianson Wealth 
Advisors

Coghlan's Ltd.

Fillmore Riley LLP 

McDiarmid Flowers

October Boutique

Pitblado Law

Richardson International

Stantec Architecture

Vittorio Rossi Clothiers

Patrons’ Circle

$100,000+
Mr. James Cohen+,  
O.M. & Mrs. Linda 
McGarva Cohen

Donald K. Johnson

The Volunteer Committee 
for the RWB 

Anonymous Donors

$20,000 - $99,999
Angela B. Ross

Novak MacDonald Fund

$7,500 - $19,999
Mr. Julius Arkos

Gail Asper, O.C., O.M., 
LL.D. & Michael Paterson

Wayne Elwood and 
Matilda Gore Church 
Scholarship Fund at 
Calgary Foundation

Houston Family of 
Bradwardine Fund 

June• & Bob Jackson 
Memorial Fund 

Joseph A. MacDonald

Peter+ & Maureen 
Macdonald

Anne & Paul Mahon

Laurel Malkin  
& David Folk

Natalie+ & Thor 
Richardson

Bob & Eileen Stuebing

Heather Welch  
& James Umlah

K. Eleanor Wiebe, K.C. 

Bob Williams, O.M.

Anonymous Donor

$5,000 - $7,499
Kirsten+ & Bryan Albo

Daniel J. Cowan Fund

Doug Harvey, Jan Shute  
& Maxim Truck & Trailer

Dr. Kathleen & Dave Hill

Gerry & Barb Price 

Hartley Richardson, 
O.C., O.M. & Heather+ 
Richardson

Estate of Frances  
Marion Reid 

Sandip Sett

$2,500 - $4,999
Greg & Vera Duncan

N. Ashleigh Everett  
& Stuart Murray, O.M.

Peter & Liivi Forster 
Family Fund

Ron & Jean Lawson

Elizabeth Marr, Nick, 
David & Allison Slonosky

Marilyn Marshall+

Judy & Ken Murray

Carolynne Presser

Ginny Twomey

Dr. Marcel Van Woensel

Willem T.H. van Oers 
& Margaretha E.M. van 
Oers-Keuss

Dr. Lorraine Yau+  
& Dr. Nobby Woo

$1,500 - $2,499
Mr. Marcel  
& Mrs. Jan Belanger

John W. Borger 
In memory of Derek 
Mitchell

Mr. John G. Campbell

Patricia Chaychuk

Reid Clan Foundation

Dr. Justin Cloutier & 
Alexandra Thielmann

Heather & Doug Dealey 

Isaac Ben Diamond

Nita Eamer  
Memorial Fund

Jane Emslie+  
& Brad Wladyka

Judy Fields

Glenn & Lori Fleetwood

Vanessa Grant  
& Philip Street

Carman Johnston

Hon. Richard Kroft+, C.M. 
& Hillaine Kroft

Don+ & Betty Leitch

Mr. André Lewis*, 
 C.M., O.M., M.S.M  
& Ms. Caroline Gruber 

Erin Knight & Brendan 
O'Shaughnessy

David McBean

Sherratt Moffatt

John+ & Gigi Osler

Tanya Chanas Pankiewich

Cyarra Pelda

K. Heather Power  
& Harold Klause

Dr. William Pope & Dr. 
Elizabeth Tippett-Pope

Jean Carter & Rick Riess

Sanford & Deborah Riley

Trudy Schroeder +  
& Norman Dyck•

Don & Tara Snider+

Georgine Van de 
Mosselaer*

Donald & Florence• 
Whitmore

Terry+ & Melba Wright

Dr. Dorothy Young 

Anonymous Donor

Friends of  
the RWB

$1,000 - $1,499
Kristine Betker  
& Eric Kananoja

Ms. Christine Bridgett

Dr. P. H. Brooke

Bravo

Listings
Thank you to our incredible community of donors whose gifts 
support the Royal Winnipeg Ballet and our efforts to teach, 
create, and perform outstanding dance.
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Ms. Jane Caines

Mr. David Christianson

Ms. Signy Hansen

Mr. Jeff Kushner 
In celebration of Ian Rabb  
& Trevor Watson

Tara Letwiniuk+

Dwight MacAulay+

Anne Mackay  
& Paul Edwards 
In honour of Elsie Hignell

Estate of Gloria Kroeker

Henriette Ricou  
& Jure Manfreda

Misericordia Health 
Centre Foundation

John & Shelley Page Fund

Barry & Louise Pallett

Mr. William Parrish

Blumie & Iser Portnoy 
Fund

Estate of David 
Smethurst

Anonymous Donors

$500 to $999
Robert & Ina Abra Fund

Jessica Albrechtsen+

Gord Armstrong  
In memory of Elizabeth 
(Liz) Armstrong

Kathryn Bernard

Bruce & Joyce Berry

Patricia Biglow 
In memory of Amy 
Cummine

Sheldon+  
& Penny Bowles 

Carol Boyko

Mairi Chadwick 

Haderra & Mark Chisick

Drs. Kristen Creek  
& Josh Manusow

Mrs. Margaret Cuddy

Bradley J. Curran 

Bev Davies+ 
In memory of Joan Yarish

Ms. Sheila J. Down 

Harry & Mary Lynn 
Duckworth 

Melissa Dumontier 
In memory of Lorne 
Sunley

Kent & Naomi Forman

Jim & Jennifer Galbraith

Peter Galko

Dr. Katherine Gaulke

Jason Gorchynski+

Mr. Mike  
& Mrs. Jennifer Goreski

Ms. Maggie Katzeley  
& Mr. Barry Konzelman 

Ms. Barbara Kaufman

Claude Lamoureux

Lavery/Ouellet Legacy 
Fund

Joanne Lee

Macdonald/Cageorge 
Fund

Wayne+ & Tarra 
Mackelson

Pat & Arlene Mackesy

Gillian L. Manning 
In honour of Elsie Hignell

Mrs. Judith Manning

Jacques Marion

Justice Deborah 
McCawley & The Hon. 
Otto Lang 

Mr. Peter Miller &  
Ms. Carolyn Garlich

Leonard Paul Offrowich

Ms. Rebecca Parkinson  
& Mr. Dan Birley

Iris Reimer

Lorraine Reinfort

Suzanna Schilke

Dr. Lori Simoens

Dr. Elinor Simons

Mr. Ryan Smith

Dr. Peter & Mrs. 
Geraldine Spencer

Elizabeth &  
Robert Spriggs 
In memory of Florence 
Whitmore

Jean Stoneham Orr

Lydia Surasky Matte

Christopher Turyk*

Jaime Vargas*

Stasa Veroukis

Vern & Christine 
Warkentin Gifting Fund

Wheeler Family 
Foundation

Anonymous Donors

$150 to $499
Elizabeth B. Armytage 
Fund

Douglas Arrell

Cecilia Au

Ms. Marilyn Baker

Michael & Corinne 
Barrett DeWeile

Ms. Arlene Baschak

Ian Bastin

Brenda L. Batzel 
In memory of Judith 
Kendle / In memory of 
Darlene Golinoski

Elizabeth Beazley

Ted Bielby

Kayla Bishop-Malapad  
In memory of Alex 
Espinosa

Honourable Order of the 
Blue Goose - MB Pond  
In memory of Ralph Wild

John & Monique 
Bockstael

Fran Booth

Briar Boyko* 

Patricia Bozyk

Julia B. Bridger

Gerald Robert Brown

Carol Budnick

Karen & Murray Burkett 

Mr. Gary Caines

Jim Campbell

Cheryl & Lorne Sharfe

Dr. Thor & Chrystyna 
Choptiany

Mr. Anthony Cohen

Beverly Craig

R. Lynn Craton

Suzanne Christie

Gary & Fiona Crow

Greg Cox  
& Patricia Salam

Ms. Marlene Crielaard

Dr. Sowmya 
Dakshinamurti 

J. V. Dale

Tom Dercola

Larry Desrochers 

Barbara Dixon

Monique & Edgar Drews

Mr. Xinjun Du

Victor M. Duret

Dana Dyck

Wendy Dyck

Marianne Farag

Ms. Marilyn Flynn

Joe T. Freedy

Cynthia Forcand

George & Carol Gamby

Pearl Gervais

Ms. Jean Giguère, C.M.  
& Mr. Dennis Giguère

Jennifer M. Gillis

Johanne Gingras*

Dianne & Matthew Glass

Susan Glass &  
Arni Thorsteinson 
In memory of  
Dr. Douglas MacEwan

Lynna Goldhar-Smith

Amanda Graham  
In Honour of Alix 
Graham’s Birthday

Ms. Linda Graham

Cheryl Grewar 

Bruce & Judy Harris

Mr. Cameron HayGlass

Kate Hodgert-Fennell

Richard & Susan Horner

Norman Howe 
In memory of Genevieve 
E. Howe

Barb Howie

Mr. Ron Hrynchuk  
& Mrs. Jane McSwiggan

Mrs. Mary Hughesman

Marie Hyduk-Wiebe

Tomoko Ito

Jessica Jamieson*

Leah R. Janzen  
& Ian R. Thomson

Dr. Lorena Jenks

Dave & Diane Johnston 
In memory of Dr. Douglas 
MacEwan

Lisa Johnston

L. Kampeas & J. Gartner

Youngok Kang-Bohr

Grant & Robyn 
Koropatnick

Karen & Irwin Kumka

Galina Labun

Monique & Marc Lavoie 
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Brian D. Lerner

Shelagh & Brian Lobay

Dr. T.G. Kucera

David H. Kuik

Ms. Brenda Lange

Ian & Nicki* LeGrand

Mr. Daniel Levin  
& Ms. Lilian Bonin

Christeen Lipps

Susan & Joe Lucas 
In memory of  
Judy Kendle

Ilse B. Marotta

Dr. Kathleen Marsman

Evan & Dustin Maydaniuk

Heather Maxwell

Pat McCullough  
& Chris Brown

John & Carolynne McLure 
Fund

Nicole Michaud-Oystryk

G.E. Mildren

Debbi Miles

Donna Miller

Patti Ross Milne

Maria Mitousis

Mrs. Gina Morham

Victoria Moore  
In memory of Dr. Douglas 
MacEwan

Vera Moroz

Jane Morris  
& Robert Hicks

Colin Morrison

Nadon Shelemy Family

Ms. Barbara Naimark

J. Keith & Ruth Neill

Ms. Vanessa C. 
Nowostawski

Len Offrowich  
In memory of Mary 
Offrowich

Susan Ouellette

Lois Powne

Merv Pritchard 

Mr. Mark S. Rash

Ernest Reinfort

Mrs. Carol Reznik

Derek & Anne Riley

Allen & Marilyn Robinson

Dr. Léonard P. Rivard

Tamara & Gary Roehr

Shelagh Rogers

J.M. Roth

Sandra Sadler

Ms. Lucille A. Saull

Cathy Savage

Tanner Sinclair

Ms. Elaine Skene

Mo Seob Song

Paul Sopuck

The Hon. Mira Spivak

Deborah Spracklin

Mr. L. J. Stechesen

Donna & Brent Stewart

Lauren Stone

Thomas & Wanda 
Struthers

P. Colleen Suche

Elfriede Thiessen

Lisa Thiessen

Deborah Thorlakson

Brenlee Carrington 
Trepel , K.C. & Brent 
Trepel

Marjorie Warkentin

Shaylyn Wilkinson

Mary O. Weber

Lydia & Michael West

Mr. Ron Westcott

Lori Wiebe – In honour 
of Lilja Hart Swain

Sabina Willborn

James Willows  
& Susan Rich

Donn K. Yuen

Anonymous Donors

Thank you to those 
who made anonymous 
donations to the 
Opportunity Fund at 
Ballet in the Park!

Johnston Group 
is a proud 
supporter of 
Royal Winnipeg 
Ballet

johnstongroup.ca

Elizabeth Lam
ont - Photo by Kristen Saw

atzky
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People of the RWB

As of October 22, 2024

COMPANY ARTISTS
Principals ........Stephan Azulay, Elizabeth Lamont, Alanna McAdie
Soloists ..............  Jaimi Deleau, Peter Lancksweerdt, Michel Lavoie 
Second Soloists ....Katie Bonnell, Marco Lo Presti, Joshua Hidson, 
Katie Saito, Liam Saito, Amanda Solheim
Corps de Ballet.....................................Jenna Burns, Cleighden Butler,  
Julianna Generoux, Tymin Keown, Emilie Lewis, Park Long,  
Logan Savard, Kyra Soo, Brooke Thomas, Taisi Tollasepp,  
Maggie Weatherdon
Apprentices ............................Felix Jinga, Myles Mackesy, Rafe Perry,  
Aidan Vaudreuil

COMPANY ARTISTIC
Artistic Director ..................................André Lewis, C.M., O.M., M.S.M.
Associate Artistic Director .............................................Tara Birtwhistle
Ballet Master............................................................................ Jaime Vargas
Assistant to the Artistic Staff ........................................... Judy Arnason

SCHOOL ARTISTIC
School Director ............................................................ Stéphane Léonard
Professional Division Principal .....................................Suzanne André
Teacher Training Program Director. ......................... Johanne Gingras
Anna McCowan-Johnson Aspirant Program Director .......................  
...............................................................................................Vanessa Léonard
Professional Division Vice Principal .......................................Kelly Bale
Recreational Division Principal ...........................................Nicole Kepp
Recreational Division Vice Principal .................. Katrin Benedictson
School Artistic & Schedule Coordinator .......Magdalena McGregor
Principal Pianist ..................................................................... Donna Laube
School Production & Event Coordinator ..................... Tiffany Rozall

ADMINISTRATION
Executive Director ............................................................ Elena Tupyseva
Director of People Services.................................................Kara Neilson 
Director of Finance & Administration .................... Edward Esguerra
Accounting Manager ..........................................................Debbie Wallin
Payroll Coordinator ...........................................................Deneen Swartz
Accounts Payable...........................................................  Alison Chaboyer
Data Services & Analytics Specialist .............................Nicki LeGrand

COMPANY ADMINISTRATION
Company Managing Director ................................................Chris Turyk 
Company Manager .............................................................Ryan Bjornson

SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION
Head of School Admissions ......................................Lindsay McKnight
Professional Division Registrar ................................Melanie Johnston
School Office Manager.................................................. Jessica Jamieson
School Office Assistants ....................................................Alyssa Penner  
Denby Perez, Alex Rivera Lima
School Administrative Assistant .......................................Kayla Kocian

MARKETING & COMMUNICATIONS
Multimedia & Communications Strategist ..................Ryan Rogocki
Creative Strategist ..............................................................Nicole Regnier
School Marketing & Communications Manager .......Michelle Blais
Archivist ................................................................................ Gayle DeGagne

DEVELOPMENT
Director of Development .......................Georgine Van de Mosselaer
Major Giving Officer ........................................................Madison Barron
Individual & Corporate Giving Officer ...............................Briar Boyko
Development Coordinator ............................................... Pattie Kirkikis
Stewardship Officer .......................................................Nadia van Asselt

CUSTOMER SERVICE
Box Office Manager..............................................................Grace Kapkey
Customer Service Supervisor ..............Meagan O’Donnell-Baschak
Marketing & Box Office Assistant ................................. Micah Ragudo

FACILITIES
Facilities Manager ............................................................ Marc Dela Torre
Maintenance Assistant ..................................................... John Kaminski
Facility Staff ....................................................... Jade Manov, Roy Canlas,  
Albert Caaya, Luz Caaya, Juanito Consul, Russel Payumo
Security Officers .................. Reynalda Manguling, Kenneth Salazar,
Christopher Sendon, Joel Vega

PRODUCTION
Stage Manager .................................. Candace Jacobson*, Paige Lewis
Head of Audio Video Services ...........................................Bob Stewart
Production Administrator ............................................... Nikki Brasseur
Production Stagehand ........................................................ Will Medwick
Head of Wardrobe ...............................................................Alena Zharska
Head Seamstress ..................................................................... Angela Gaft
Wardrobe Supervisor .............................................................Diana Miller
Wardrobe Assistant............................................................Barry Malenko
School Costume Coordinator ..............................................Laura Elliott
Seamstress/Seamsters .................Noel De Leon, Nataliia Kashyrets 
Tetiana Honcharova, Natalia Tkachenko
Shoe Assistant/Fabric Dyer/Seamstress ...............Kristina Maitland 

SCHOOL ARTISTIC FACULTY
Yayoi Ban, Grace Bell, Emily Bergen, Failya Bolgarova,  
Katie Bonnell, Aimee Brasko, Elena Broeckelmann,  
Darilyn Burdeniuk, Maritel Centurion, Rachel Cooper,  
Jaimi Deleau, Nicole Dufault, Alexander Gamayunov,  
Karin Giesbrecht, Joshua Hidson, Chelsea Humble,  
Samantha Hutchings, Jessica Jamieson, Gabriella Janus,  
Leonid Khrapunsky, Kayla Kocian, Laura Kolisnyk,  
Lianne Kondziela, Jacqueline Ladwig, Elizabeth Lamont,  
Alanna McAdie, Gregory McGlenning, Emilie Lewis,  
Annemiek Mallory, Angelica Malo, Alenna Mark, Claire Marshall, 
Yosuke Nishi, Danielle Platford, Emilia Radawetz, Katie Robinson 
Shayla Rudd, Ella Rumak, Kersey Sarao, Marilee Schroeder, 
Cheryl Scott, Debra Thiessen, Kendra Woo

ACCOMPANISTS
Arlene Baschak, Howard Yen Kuen Chan, Timothy Church,  
Katie Erickson, Patricia Franklin, Irena Gendelman,  
Shirley Grierson, Alina Havrylyuk, Ari Hooker,  
Jolanta Janiszewska, Haewook Kim, Ian Mikita, Dianne Norris, 
Dale Rogalsky, Nina Rudakova, David Schneider, Jay Stoller, 
Liudmyla Tereschenko, David Troya Ospina, Viktoriya Yamchuk

STUDENT LIVING CENTRE
Head Boarding Advisor...................................................Carmen Crouch 
Student Care Counsellor ................................................ Brianne Baigrie
Student Boarding Administrator ...................................Erica Hastings 
Boarding Advisors ................................................................Erica Hastings
Boarding Advisors ......................Katelyn Burns, Kassandra Cunanan
Carol Hoydalo, Arielle McCaffrey, Ainslie Milley, Tessa Molnar,
Amber Neufeld, Carly Peters, Bob Pleschke, Megan Priebe,  
Emily Stefanyshen, Ally Timmers, Alex Wiebe
Activity Workers ..................Grace Frazer-Sneddon, Myles Mackesy  
Josh Sado, Irene Ta, Aidan Vaudreuil 
Head Chef ............................................................................Kylie Matheson
Sous Chef ....................................................................... Kristine Schneider
Cook ..............................................................Alex Borger, Sheila Mandela
Kitchen Assistants .........................Fatemeh Asadi, Joe But, Theo Ng  
Student Kitchen Assistants ... Claudia Einarson, Katrina Ouellette
Facility Staff ............................................................................ Julie Prystupa

MEDICAL SUPPORT TEAM
Medical services provided by  ......................................... Pan Am Clinic
Physiotherapy service provided by ...........................Lifemark Health
Medical Department...................................Dr. Brian Lukie, B.Sc., MD,
Dr. Deborah Hill, MDCM FRCPC Dip Sport Med
Physiotherapists..........Lexie Flynn, Katie Zwingerman, B.M.R. (P.T.)
Massage Therapist..............................................Leanne Lawrie, R.M.T.
Sports & Wellness Nutrition Consultant ...... Jorie Janzen RD, HPC,
IOC, Reede Hawton RD, BSc. HNS,
Performance Enhancement Consultant.................................................
Dr. Lindsay Wishnowski C. Psych., BCBA-D, RP, Justine Fredette 
MS. Ed., C.C.C., Lindsay Berard PhD(c), MPC
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INDIGENOUS ADVISORY CIRCLE
Kevin Lamoureux, Tara Letwiniuk, Albert McLeod,
Danielle Morrison

MEMBERS OF THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE
Jessica Dillon, Jim Eldridge, Cynthia Gyles,  
Samantha Markewich, Evan Maydaniuk, Sean McKenna,  
Yomi Oduwobi, Len Offrowich, Rebecca Parkinson, Rob Praznik, 
Leisha Strachan, Karen Villagran, Lorraine Yau

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD
John Osler .................................................................................................Chair
Dr. Ernest Cholakis. .....................................................................Vice-Chair 
Bev Davies, Jason Gorchynski, Tara Letwiniuk,  
Dwight MacAulay CVO, Wayne Mackelson, Rebecca Parkinson, 
Dr. Natalie Richardson, Trudy Schroeder OM, Rick Singh, MD, 
CCFP, FRCP(C), Tara Snider, Lorraine Yau

HONOURARY COUNCIL MEMBERS
Jean Giguère, C.M., ..............................................................Chair Emeritus
Sheldon Bowles, Dee Buchwald, James Cohen, Jane Emslie, 
Ashleigh Everett, Susan Glass, C.M., Richard Kroft, C.M.,  
Don Leitch, The Honourable Otto Lang, O.C,.  
Peter J. Macdonald, Marilyn Marshall, Jennifer Moncrieff,  
Stuart Murray, O.M., Kevin Regan, Arni Thorsteinson, O.M., 
Terrence Wright, Q.C.

PAST PRESIDENTS & CHAIRS OF THE BOARD OF THE RWB
1939 - 1943 .............................................................................Gweneth Lloyd
1943 - 1944................................................................................Mrs. C.S. Riley
1944 - 1945.........................................................................Mrs. W.H. Collum
1945 - 1947 .............................................................Mrs. Harold D. Barbour
1947 - 1949 ..............................................................................Dr. H.S. Gillson
1949 - 1951 ................................................................Mrs. Douglas Edmond
1951 - 1953 ...............................................................................John A. Russell
1953 - 1956 ...................................................................................Robert Kipp
1956 - 1957 ............................................................................... F.N. McKenzie
1957 - 1961 ...................................Miss Kathleen Richardson, C.C., O.M.
1961 - 1962 .......................................................................................... J.G. Scott
1962 - 1965 ..........................................................................Dennis H. Carter
1965 - 1967 .................................................................. Sol Kanee, C.C., O.M.
1967 - 1970 ................................................................. Mr. Justice R.J. Matas
1970 - 1973 .....................................................................Peter J. Macdonald
1973 - 1975 ...........................................................................John W. Graham
1975 - 1977 ..................................................................... Richard Kroft, C.M.
1977 - 1980 .................................................................................. John Condra
1980 - 1982 .............................................................................Dr. Leon Rubin
1982 - 1984 ................................................................Mrs. Lynne Axworthy
1984 - 1986 ....................................................................Mrs. Louise Soubry
1986 - 1988 .................................................................Joseph J. Wilder, K.C.
1988 - 1989 ........................................................................... Arthur Pearson
1989 - 1991 .................................................................................. Rod Zimmer
1991 - 1992...................................................................................Diane Wolch
1992 - 1993 ...................................................................... John F. Fraser, O.C.
1993 - 1995 .....................................................................W. Terrance Wright
1995 - 1998 ..................................................................... Susan J. Glass, C.M.
1998 - 2000 ............................................................................. Sandra Foster
2000 - 2001 .................................................. Justice Deborah McCawley
2001 - 2005 .....................................................................Jean Giguère, C.M.
2005 - 2007 ..............................................................................James Cohen 
2007 - 2008 ....................................................................Jean Giguère, C.M.
2008 - 2010 ..........................................................................Charlene Rocke
2010 - 2011 .......................................................................Dr. Glenn Feltham
2011 - 2012 .......................................................................Martin Thibodeau
2012 - 2017 ..................................................................................... David Reid
2017 - 2023 .................................................................................... Don Leitch
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Celebrating 85 years 
thanks to donors and 
sponsors like you

The Royal Winnipeg Ballet is a registered charity, and 
your gifts allow us to continue teaching, creating, and 
performing exceptional dance. Help sustain a legacy of 
artistic excellence. Support the RWB.

Visit rwb.org/donate to Donate Today
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